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inary researches of Thompson ; the third part deals with the thermodynamics of 
Clausins, Thompson, and the rest, as does also the fourth part ; the fifth part is 
concerned with the r61e which the doctrine of energy now plays in chemistry, and 
deals largely with the work of the American inquirer, Gibbs, which was so long neg- 
lected ; in the sixth part we have a treatment of mechanics on the basis of the law 
of energy ; in the seventh, a discussion of the factors of energy ; and in the eighth, 
a characterisation of the mechanical drift of the conceptions of energy, an excur- 
sion into the nature of atomism and the general methods of science. The entire 
literature of the subject, both German and foreign, has been carefully explored by 
Dr. Helm. fi. 

L'Anneb biologique. Comptes rendus annuels des travaux de biologie generate 
publies sous la direction de Yves Delage, Professeur a la Sorbonne. Avec 
la collaboration d'un Comit£ de R£dacteurs. Secretaire de la redaction, 
Georges Poirault, Docteur es sciences. Deuxieme annee 1896. Paris : 
Schleicher Freres. 1898. Pages, 808+xxxv. 
The present Annie biologique is for the year 1896, and shows an increase of 
seventy-six pages over its predecessor for 1895, which was the first volume of the 
publication. The labor involved in the compilation of such a work as the Annee 
biologique is enormous, and it is to be expected that the sacrifices of time and labor 
which have been made by the editor and his many associates will be appreciated 
by the scientific world. Without some such work as this in biology, it would be 
impossible for any one to keep the merest record of the myriad publications which 
are, or may be, of importance in some special branch. The Annie biologique dif- 
fers slightly from other year-books in that it is not merely a catalogue of the pub- 
lications in biology, but a compendium and logical index of the progress of the sci- 
ence for each year ; and also in that the greatest stress is laid not upon facts, but 
upon the explanation of facts. The province of biology has been divided into 
twenty departments, and the work in each department made distinct from the rest. 
Some of the titles are as follows : The cell, fecundation, parthenogenesis, ontogen- 
esis, teratogenesis, general morphology and physiology, heredity, variation, the 
origin of species, geographical distribution, mental functions, etc. The present 
volume is supplied with an analytical index, but we wish that some prefatory re- 
mark like that which accompanied the first volume, and also a synoptic table of 
contents, might have been added. Without these it is difficult to obtain a general 
and broad view of the contents. //. 

Arii b Italici ; Attorno all' Italia Preistorica. By G. Sergi, Turin. Fratelli 
Bocca, 1898. Pages, iv, 228. 
In this book, Number 4 of the Piccola Biblioteca di Scienze Moderne, Profes- 
sor Sergi discusses the problem of the origin of European populations and civilisa- 
tion, a problem which to his mind has not yet been solved. After showing the 
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entanglements into which those have been led who sought to unravel the historical 
threads interwoven in modern European life, he attributes their failure to the in- 
adequacy of the criteria by which they have attempted to classify the races which 
at one time or another have appeared on European soil, and proposes another 
which, though not peculiar to himself, has been by him most thoroughly demon- 
strated and most widely applied. This criterion is, in a word, the form of the skull. 
Human skulls, he declares, are distinguished by many typical forms, with many 
subforms which are variations of the type. These typical forms have undergone no 
variations from the time represented by the earliest human remains. 

There is nothing new in this, of course, to those who are familiar with Profes- 
sor Sergi's contributions to Anthropological science. It is set forth at length in his 
monumental work on Africa, and elsewhere. But in applying it to the classification 
of early European races he overturns accepted theories in a way which renders the 
expression, ' ' making the dry bones rattle, " almost realistic. He separates the races 
finds for instance that a primitive Mediterranean stock practised inhumation, while 
the Aryans cremated their dead, and with this clue establishes a priority in time 
and Italian occupancy of the Mediterranean stock. This stock, the earliest inhabi- 
tants of Italy, belonged to the Eurafrican species which occupied the whole basin 
of the Mediterranean. He is able to point out to his own satisfaction the particular 
races indigenous to Europe, as the Neanderthal, for instance, which, he says, is 
probably of European origin, and to remove the Aryans from the position usually 
accorded them as the founders of European civilisation. It is the Mediterranean 
stock, he concludes, which now for the third time dominates Europe. 

The reader will find in the second and third chapters an extended and interest- 
ing discussion of the Terramare and ancient pile-dwellings which have provoked so 
much discussion. Professor Sergi brings to the discussion of these remains of 
primitive civilisation, as well as to his main thesis, a wealth of learning and ob- 
servation which assures respect for his opinions, whether they are accepted or not. 
A number of illustrations in his book assist the reader in grasping his arguments. 

I. W. H. 

Papers of the Archaeological Institute of America. Classical Series. II. 
Report on the Investigations at Assos, 1882, 1883. Part I. By Joseph 
Thacher Clarke. With an Appendix. Printed at the Cost of the Boston 
Society of Architects. New York : Published by The Macmillan Company, 
66 Fifth Avenue. 1898. Pages xvi, 376. 
This volume contains a valuable addition to the Preliminary Report issued in 
1882 of the Investigations made at Assos, in the years 1882 and 1883, which re- 
sulted in discoveries which, in the words of Mr. C. E. Norton, President of the 
Archaeological Institute of America, who has supplied an Introductory Note to the 
work, make possible ' ' a complete recovery of the plan and elevation of civic struc- 
tures quite unique in design and plan." A letter to Mr. Norton from Mr. Edward 



